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INSPECTING, GRADING, AND BRANDING BUTTER FOR EXPORT.-~--'"Most Gairy- 
ing countries carrying on an export trade in butter find sooner or later 
that it is a commercial necessity to adopt some universal system of inspec- 
tion and of grading and branding with a national brand all butters intended 
for shipment to foreign markets," says the Irish Homestead, Dublin, for 


August 30, 1919. 


duce so advantageous in competitive trading.” 


"The aim, of course, is to secure that uniformity of pre- 


The system of grading and in- 


' spection in various dairy countries is given below: 
"Iroland.---With tne exception of the butter control system of the 
Irish Agricultural Organization Society no efforts were made in this ccuntry 
to market butter under certificate or brand until after the Ministry of Food 


in 1917 took 


over the control of the butter trade, and made arrangewents to | 


pool and grade all the Irish export butter after its delivery in England, 


The grading is 


distributive depots in Great Britain through 
pool pass, and in which the inspection 


in the hands of the Irish Butter Export Committee, who have 


which all the butters of the 
and gradingtakes place. 


"There are four ordinary grades recognized, as well as an extra or 


premium class for butters 


oractically perfect in flavor, texture and color 
and scoring not less than 96 points. | 
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"The characters scersd are: (1) Flavor carrying a meximun of 69 
points; (2) texture, 30 points; (3) z0lor, 5 pointe; (4) packing, 5 points, 
the whole maicing a total of 109. in all grades salt must not exceed 3 per 
cent and weter not over i6 per cent, and amr excess of these limits is 
fcllewed by a reductior in price corresponding to the amount of excess. 

"The minimon value of each grade us defined by points is as follows: 
irst grade, not less than 9C points; second grade, not less than $+ points; 
rd araie, not less than 73 points; fourth grade, (vnfit for table use. ) 
"New Zealand.---All butters as sent out of the country must be in- 
spected by 2 Government official, and its grade stenciled on the package. 

Tt is also reguired that the butter be placed in cold storage for at least 

Four days befcre loading for shipment. A special inspector with a New 
’galand experience is located in London to examine ail butiers as they ar- 

rive, and to check the then quality of each batch with its distinctive brand. 

"Canaca.---The two provinces of Alberta and Saskatchewan heve made 

great progress during recent years through the standardization of their 
export butter. It is said that 50 per cent or more of their butter is now 
of wniform quality. There is no compulsion for creameries to send their 
butters to be scored, but buyers demand that the butter shall be bought on. 
the Government score-card, and that the price will be determined by the 
grade. Alberta gets its home supply as well as its export graded, while 
Saskatchewan follows our own and the New Zealand plan of having only the 
export butter scored and classified. The Alberta grades are: (1) Special 
grade, scoring 94 to 100 points, with a minimum for flavor of 41 points; 
(2) first grade, scoring $2 and under 94 points, minimua for flavor, 39 
points; (3) second grads, scoring 87 and under 92 points; minimun for flavor, 
27 points: (4) ‘off! grade, scoring 37 points. 

“Dermark:.---This country has only one grade, lmown as the 'Lur mark.! 


The grading is ees State centrol, and liberty to use is granted after 
examinations andl satisfactory scorings at the Danish Exoerimental Station 
at Sopenngen. Three aes (one State inspector, ove butter dealer, and 


one bubtermaker) are engaged in each examination and scoring. Butters are 
always kept two weeks at the central laboratory at a temperature of 50°F. 
pefore scoring. The country is divided into districts, and each district 
has eight surprise Soot snar amnually, so that any failure to keen up to 
standard is detected and immediately communicated to Copenhagen, The aim 
of Denmark is to have only one uniform grade, und that the best. 

"Netherl nds.---The system in the Netherlands is different from that 
in any other country, being based upon = chemical enalysis of the butter, 
the aim being to prevent adulteration by the addition of foreig fat or a 
too high percentage of water. There are eight control stations in the © 
country, the chief being at Leiden, All export butter must have the Govern- 
ment mark upor. it with the words ‘Nederlandsche Boter Controle.' The son- 
trol stations are privates, but are mm under Goverrment supervision; the 
ereameries bearing the cost in proportion to their output of butter. The 
brand testifies as to composition only, and takes no account of quality as 
the word is understood in tais relation." 

NOTE.---UNULESS CTHERWISE STATED, CONVERSIONS OF FOREIGN PRICES INTO 
J.S. MONEY HAVF BEEN MADE AT THE PAR VALUE OF THE FOREIGN MONEYS. 
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CANADA EXPORTS EGGS BOUGHT IN THE UNITED STATES .*---According ‘to 


the weekly report of the Poultry Division of the Canadian Department of 


Azriculture for October 14, 1919, Canadian sn stared are exporting large. 


~- Quantities of eges purchased in the United Stutes, some going through’ 


Canadian ports and some throuzh corts of this country. a 
At the London eb pci on October 20 English eggs brought $0. of per 


-dozen; Trish, $0.75 to $0.82; Danish, $0.78 to $0. go. Canadian, $0. 62 to 


$0.70; American, $0.57 to $0.62, 


ee, 





*Conversion made at £ne rate- wens exchange prevailing on October 14; 
when 1 pound sterling = S. 1875, 


BUTTER AND BREAD RATIONING DISCONTINUED BY SWITZERLAND.---According 
to reports in the Swiss press the rationing of butter was discontinued on 
October 1. The present domestic production, supplemented by the importa- 
tions from Denmark, the Netherlands, and. the United States (noted in 
Reports on Foreign Markets No. 29), is expected to supply the needs of 
the country during the coming winter. Bread rationing was discontirmed 


- on September 1. 


SHORTAGE OF JAM IN UNITED KINGDOM FROM JANUARY TO MAY PREDICTED. --- 
Report of the Canédian Trade Commissioner at Manchester, England, published 
in the Canadian Weelly Bulletin for October 6, 1919, bears out our reports 


regarding a shortage of jam in the United Kingdom. The Commissioner stated 
that the @jituation was as follows: 


"Though there may be fair quantities on the market during the next 
three months, it is anticipated that a serious shortage will be experienced 
from January next until May. The high prices of fruit ruling this summer 
made it impossible for jam makers to lay seats poses stocks. For example, 
raspberries, which were at the high price of $225 a ton in 1918, rose to 
$425 this year; black currants advanced from oe to $525; red currants 
rose from $150 to $250; gooseberries advanced from $135 to $230; and straw- 


_ berries rose from $200 to $480. To these enhanced values of the raw materi- 
‘41 had to be added the increased cost of labor, coal, jars, bottles, etc." 


ARGENTINA REMOVES RESTRICTIONS ON EXPORTS.---The embargo on the 
exportation of all agricultural conmodities except sugar, which was imposed 


during tha war, has been removed, cabled the American Ambassador to Jrgen- 


tina, under date of October 1, 1919, 


. GERMAN £XPORT TRADE NOT ENCOQURAGING.---Reports as to actual condi. 


tions in Germany conflict so often that authentic information is of value 


te the American producer of agricul@ural products if it indicates the stats 


of Germany's manufacturing activities and need for raw materials. The 
following statement of the President of the British Board of Trade to 
- British manufacturers, taken in connection with the supercargo reports 
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published “in notte on Foreign Markets No. 32 ané .32, probably indicate pe 
the true state of affairs: . . < a 

"Germany has only small stocks of .goodé. ecoutntiated for axporty Sing 
there is no great manulecturing activity, the costs of production are ona 
,enormeus; Germany can not comnete for -a » long: time. ~ 

"he Boerd of. Trade weve watching © carefully the movement of sel epad 
into this country. They saw no sign of a devastating torrent of imports, — 

"Whatever fears you have and satin temporary spurt of goods may 
come from Germany in the immediate future, 811 the-information we get from” 
Germany is absclutely contrary to that which you have been giving - amd 7 
our information is from better sources. ot 

"Beyond a comparatively emall quantity there does not appear to 2 
any etcunulation of goods in Germany ready for export. Their cests are > 
enormous, In addition, there is an enormmis fall in the productivity of 
Germany, arid IT au by no meens sure that it-is possible for her for months, 
possibly years, to come seriacsly to.compete even with you. : 

"We have reserved the power - ag stated-twice in the House of : 
Commons and expressed officially on two occasions in the press - to stop ~ . 
all or any of the imports coming-into this country frem a country where 
those imports are made posjible and overwhelming by the state of the ex~ 
change. . 

"There is no great manufacturing activity im Germany. Toiustry is a 
not méving, but is very stagnant. They are short of row material, and 
their state is pitiful with regerd to coal. Great are our aifrioulties So] 


here, theirs are infinitely greater." 


—— 





AMSTERDAM FIRM DESIRES AGENCY FOR pRirh PRUITS.---A firm of im- 
porters in Amsterdem, Netherlands, desives agency for dried, evaporated,” ~ 
and canned fruits. This firm states that it is the largést importer of e: 
these commodities in the Netherlands, am has facilities for handling an } 
extensive trade for the Netherlands and for Cemtral Furope. Tf interested, 


asx for report "aj." 
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RFNEMAL OF EXPORTS OF COFFEE FROM BAHTA, BRACIL, 0 THR UNITED 3 
STATES .---The’ American Consul at Rahia reported, ufder date of august 299, ~~ 
1919, that the exportation of coffee from BSehiz, Bracil, te the United  ~ > 


States was renewed in 15]$9 after a lapse of several years. As Bahie. soffea 
would not grade with the Rio and Santos cléestfications, it wee considered — 
inferior in quality. However, an experimental shipment wis so well ra- 
ey in New York that trade between the two ports hag been established, 
timulating the interest in coffee raising in Rahia. Bahian coffee mow +. _ 
eit in New York with the best Central American grades in quality and “ur 
price. For the first six months of this year Bahia has exported to New 
York 35,000 bags of coffee, amounting to 4,629, 449 Ybs. A bag of soffes - be 


“weighs 132.28 lbs. 7 . oo 
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AMERICAN BRANDS OF TEA MET WITH FAVOR in the State of Rio Grande 
do Sul, Brazil, according to a report of the American Consul at Porto 
Alegre. The Consul stated that "American quality and prices are right, 
and propaganda oniy is needed to create a demand." Small packages of 
Ceylon end Orange Pekoe teas in lead-foil and tin containers sell readily. 
Tt is estimated that about 45,000 lbs. of tea were imported in 1912 
through Porto Alegre, mostly well-Imowm Fnglish brands. 


BRITISH RESTRICTIONS ON EXPORTS OF EDIBLE OILS REMOVED.---9n 
Octoter 23 the American Consul General at London cabled that the British 
Board of Trade announced the removal of the embargo against the exporta~ 
tion of ali edibie oils, except coconut, peanut, and palm-kernel, to take 
effect on October 23. The exportation of coconut, peanut, and palm- 
kernel olis can be made only under license of the Export License Depart- 
ment. 


AVAILABLE SURPLUS OF TOBACCO IN ALGERIA.---The American Consul at 
Algiers, Algeria, reported to the Department of State, under date of 
september 25, 1919, that there wili be available for export from Algeria 
this year 2,355,980 pounds of tobacco, or about 10 per cent of the total 
crop, The French State Tobacco Monopoly usually takes 50 per cent of the 
erop, but the proportion requisitioned this year will be only 40 per cent. 
The Government reguisition price ranges from $0.105 to $0.236 per pound. 
A premium of $0.0175 per pound is given for uniformity of bales and bun- 
dles of tne higner quality totacco 





; FIXED PRICE OF FROZEN MEAT IN TRIESTE.*---The American Consul at 
Trieste cabled to the Departinent o1 State on October 20 that the price 
of frozen meat has been fixed at $0.215 per pound. The Consul also 
cabied that the Government will control the sale of edible oil. 


*Conversion made at the rate of exthange prevailing on October 20, 
when 1 lira = $0.0935. 


a te 


DEMAND FOR CATTLE TNCREASING IN S'ITZERLAND.---According to La 
Revue Suisse des Marches Agricoles fer Sevtember 19, 1919, the demand for 
cattle is becoming more and more pressing, as the scarcity of fodder in- 
creases. Consequently the price has inereesed from $12.10 to $16.23 per 
ewt. (100 lbs.) live weight. 
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REDUCTION I? OCEaN FREIGHT RATES ON DRESSED MEATS .---The United 
States Shipping Board ammounced a reduction in the ocean freight rates 
on dressed meats to Continentel sis of $1 yer owt. in response to 
requests of livestock organizati The nevy rate, which is now in ef- 
feot, is $3.50 per ewt. 


——— + 


_ALGERILN GRAIN SURPLUS TO BE BOUGHT BY FRANCE.---The exportabdle 
surplus of Algerian wheat and barley of the Prone harvest will be pur- 
chased by the Quarterm Des Se *r's Department of the French Army at the follow- 
deliver at the dock: Wheat, $3.15 per busnel; barley, 
$1, 7 per bushel, reports the American Consul General at Algiers, to the 
Depar tment of State, under date of September 25, 1919. 


ing fixed prices d 


Tmports oz Wool by the United States ror September, 1919 
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REPORTS ON SEVENTH SERIES OF LONDON 1KOL AUCTIONS* 
‘Special Reports for Bureeu of Maricets from Amerisen Consul General at Londen) © 


The seventh series of ool auctions ot London opened on October 27, 
The total pba pie: will amount to 210,500 bales, 150,090 on examination 


and 60,500 bules on description. 


oe ce a ee ee 


*Conversion made at rate of exchange eee o Bed of sale: 
Oct, 27 and 2% one pound sterling = $4.18; Oct. 29, $4 
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Catalogs of 11,150 bales were cleared after brisk competition. 
Merino wools sold at the closing rates of the sizth series wp to 5 per 
cent higher, the higher prices being received for the scoured qualities. 
Crossbreds showed a rise of 5 per cent for sil grades. 

Queensland zreasy merino wools sold us high as 51-1/24. ($1,071. 
Similar qualities from Sydney reached 60d. ($1.045), with scoured clirs 
selling from 72 to 88-1/24. ($1.25 to $1.54), New Zealand greasy cross- 
breds realized as high ag 48a. ($0,836), and slipe crossbred lambs scld 
up to 52d. ($0.90), 

Offerings of about 9,500 bales on the 28th solg briskly, with a 
firmer tendency for both merino and crossbred descriptions. The former 
now reélized prices fully 5 per cert above the closing level of the last 
series, and crossbreds-5 to 10 per cent higher. The latter advance was 
most pronounced on the medium qualities. Tne best parcels of choice 
clips of Sydney greesy mérinos, secured chiefly for America and the Con- 
tinent, realized the record price of 74d. ($1.289). Scoured merinos from 
Sydney ranged 48 to 31a. ($0.836 to $1.411), with pieces at 60 to 7g-1/24, 
($1,045 to $1.367). Correspondingly high prices were received for simi- 
jar qualities from Queensland, British buyers were active among the 
medium grades of greasy merinos and the prices frequently exceeded the 
advance mentioned. 

At the ool auctions of October 29 there was a brisk clearance of 
offerings of 9,500 bales at prices showing further improvement in merino 
wools of from 5 to 10 per cenit above the closing level of the last sales, 
Sydney scoured merinos ranzed from 60 to 100d. ($1.041 to $1.735). Ade- 
laide and West Australian scoured merinos sold as high as 95 and 8&-l/ed. 
($1.49 and $1.536), respectively. Sydney sreasy merinos realized from 
36 to 73a. ($0.525 to $1,257). New Zealand greasy erossbred.wools of all 
qualities realized advanced rates. 


oes 


WOOL SITUATION IN SOUTH AFRICE.---During the five months from _ 
January 1 to May 31, 1919, the Union of South Africa exported Je ,448,°90 
lbs. of wool, as compared with 49,959,856 lbs. during the same period of 
1913, according to data in the Monthly Trade Report of the National Bank 
of South Africa, dated July 31, 1919. Abeut 10 per cent of the exports 
in 1019 were shipped to the Tnited States. This report states that the 
stocks of combing wools at Port Elizabeth, East London, end Durban are 
practically exhausted, and that there is a xeen demand for them at ex- 


‘treme prices. 


ee et be rine ton 


PORT STTUATION AS TO EXPOKT TRAPFIC.-~--Aecording to the United 
States Railroad Administration, applications at Boston for permits 


eovering export traffic ave increasing. Tnis ig probably due to the j 
5 tio cremen's strile at New York, which hes resulted 


continuation of the longsx j ; : aka 
fs sending additional export freight to Boston. The British are divert- 
ing ein traffic from New York to Loston and other ports. One vessel 


» 


























Page 8 Reports on Foreign Markets No. 33 


is in port at Boston, leading vith a full sargo of frozen deef for Gre 

The French Goverrmnent-has 19 steamers in pert et. New York end 5 
adiitional steamers are expected within the next few.dcays. Poth French 
ard Ttalian steamers at port are idle, owing to the nreveiling a 
ficulties. 

Prompt efforts are being mace at New York to release refrigerats 
equipment by having the tontents transferred to cold storage warehouses 
The terminal manager sgtases that receipts are decreasing, ard ewing ta 
the intensive unloading of freight to piers. there is a prompt re)sase Of 
equipnent. The Marine Director reports an overage detention of lighter 
14,4 gays. No permits are being issued for’ export freight except on 
traffic intended for srourd storace. 

For the weelt ended October 22 there were in elevators at North - 
Atlantic Ports, 17,124,573 vushels of grain. ‘During the wees 3,055, 802 
bushels were received and 1,745,225 wusnels were cleared. The ae 
amount of grain in elevatere represents @5.7 per ceat of the total 
vator capacity at North Atlantic ports. At the Gulf forts there avi 
&,920,204 bushels ef srain in the elevators, 33.5 per cent of the to ne 
elevator capacity. . 


c) 
ee 


- EXPORTS FROM NEW YORK YOR WETK ENDED OCTOBFR 25.---Only 46 vessel 
destined for foreian countries cleared from the port of New York duri 2g 
the last weel a the majority of these were in beliast. te 

Meat end Veet Product s.---On October 25th 13.549 pounds of sausag 

were expor ted. < the West {x.dies, and 3,305 pounds to the West Coast of 
Africa. On Octoder Sth 440,290 pounds of lard were shipped to France, — 
and on October llth 595, 655, pounds of lard were exported to Italy, The” 
following are the total quuntitios of meats shipped during tne week: 
fresh and frozen veew, 45,364 pourds; canned and pickled beer, 40, i¢2 or 
pounds; lamb and mutton, 1,409 pocnds; freeh and frozen pork, 52, TT. 
pounds; dry, salt, and pisktled pork, 243,4€3 pounds; pacon, aids. and Sa 
shoulders, 253 146 pound s; savsace, 125,251 vounds; lard end lard com- 
pounds, 2 (422,306 pounds; poultry and game, ? 2225 povnus. 

Wrutis und Vecatebles. ~--9n fepiemser Poth 3,771 Yoxes ‘of — 
wore exported to South dmavioa, On Oclober +th 1, 101 crates of onicns 
and 2,174 barrels ef potatoes were shipped to the West Ladies. 

Durirg the week 96,744 pouris of Cheddar cheese and 141,800 pound: 
of cordensed millz were exported 4c Ttaly. Tho "hited Kingdow took 177,5 
pounds of condensed mil drring the wesk. The following quantities of 
dairy ene: were exocrted on Octobe: 25 to ports on the west coast 
Africa: 3,145 pounde of butter, 2,550 pounds o2 cheese; 7,378 a oF °° 
condensed mills; 26,532 pounds of evapore ted wills, } 
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/ PACKING 
| BETTER PACKING AND MARKING OF SOUTH AMERICAN EXPORTS NECESSARY.-- The 


Division of Operations of the United States Shipping Board has received a report 

; from one of its supercargoes returning from Buenos Aires to the effect that 
faulty packing and poor marking of United States goods shipped to South American 
destinations are interfering with the best interests of our exporters. The fol- 
lowing excerpts from his report are of importance to exporters of agricultural 
products: 

"From my observations on the trip to Buenos Aires and Rosario, Argentina, 
it is my belief that too much stress can not be laid on the necessity for better 
packing of American goods for the South American export trade. 

"All the oil shipments in barrels were in more or less bad order, which 
was caused by filling them up in the north in cold weather and not allowing for 
the expansion for the heat of the Tropics, This caused the barrels to expand 
to such an extent that when the warm weather wes struck south of the Equator 
the hoops stretched to such an extent that they allowed the staves to loosen, 

causing a large leakage. It will be necessary to see that the barrels are not 
filled so full and that a well-coopered barrel is used for this trade. Prac- 


a 
one 
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tically every cargo of American oil landed in Argentina is in the same con- 
dition. I have this statement from the custom-houss man, and I observed 
that the oil cargoes of othef ships in port locked umcna the same. 

"In the case of marzxs for cxport the United States shippers are far 
behind the English. It will be necessary for the shippors to use fewer 
marks and use larger letters, making the mark as simple as it is possible 
to do. 4s it is now, tne cases are covered with treae marks, instructions, 
etc., @ll in small letters, which, in addition to the shisping marizs, male 
it very hard for the foreign laborers to make out just what is the mark, 
and this causes delay and confusion." 











“TRADE RECULATION / . 


THE IMPORTATION OF AGRICULTURAL COMMODITIES CONTROLLED BY ITALIAN 
GOVERNMENT .---The Italian Government controls the importation of the follow-  — 
ing agricultural comncdities under Govermment monopoly: Cereals, including ] 
rice, oats, dried vegetables and their flours; meats, frozon, salted, and 
canned; bacon; condensed milk; oil seeds; sugar; tea; coffee and coffee sub- 
stitutes, and tobacco, 


RESTRICTED LIST OF EXPORTS FROM NETHERLANDS EAST INDIES.---According 
to the American Trade Commissioner in the Netherlands East Indies, export 
licenses are required for the following agricultural comnodities only: Rice, 
products of the cassava plants, pepper, sago, poultry, and cinchona bark. 





l PRICES AND SUPPLY OF FOODSTUETS 


FIXED PRICES OF SUGAR IN THE UNITED KTNCGDOM.*---Agriculturai Trade 
Commissioner Edward A. Foley cabled to the Bureau of Markets on November 4, 
1919, that the British Food Controller had set the following maxima oriees 
for sugar, effective November 3, 1919. Class 1: Cubes, loaf eye castor 
icing - wholesale price $15.01 per cwt. (112 1bs.), diccommt 1-1/2 per cent; 
retail price $0.152 per lb. Class 2: Crystals, gremiiated, crushed and 
chips, West Indian grocery crystallized, yellow rene hE dry wiite sugar, 
white pieces moist - wholesale $13.76 per cwt.; reézail 49.139 per 1b. penile 
3: Raw brown cane crystals, West Indian tmuscovado eakaal pieces other than» 
white, “est Indian grocery sirups - wholesale $13.1 per cwt.; retail $0. 136 
pe? lb. Class 4: Knots and lumps, jellies, West Indian and other British © 
colonial sirups to be sold only to manufacturers - wholesale, "free"; retail, j 
no maximum price set. “<1 


= we is Ba i i a a i ie 3 


*Conver sion made at rate of eachen ge prevailing on November 3, ate 
1 pound sterling = $4.17. | 


FIXED PRICE OF SUGAR IN DENMARK.---The Danish Government ae requis- ons 
itioned the sugar beets of the crop of 1919-20, guaiantecing to the producers — 
($0.584 per cwt. (100 lbs.). The fixed wholesale price for sugar is $2.52 _.. 
per cwt. However, the price to the consumers wiil be slightiy less, and the - 
difference between the wholesale and ‘retail price will be borne by the Govern- 
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ae . . | : 
“i and the industries which use sugar. In order to prevent the latter 

| i ath aaapaina suger from foreign comtries, the Government has taken over 
aii importetion cf sugar.--Journal des Fabricants de Sucre, Sept. 24, 1919. 


/ cotton / 


MOVEMENT OF EGYPTIAN COTTON OF 1918-19 SEASON.---"For statistical 
purposes the Esyptian cotton year begins on September 1 and ends on August 
31," reports the American Consul at Alexandria, Egypt, under date of October 
7, 1919. With the exception of a very small amount, all Egyptian cotton is 
pressed at Alexandria and is exported from that port; therefore the statis- 
tics published by the Alexandria General Produce Association cover practical- 
me; ly the entire movement, The foliowing table shows the movement of the 1918- 
_ 19 crop and the stocks on hand on August 31 of this year. 


j 
) 





ae : Pounds Pounds 
'_ «=. Stock at Alexandria, September 1, 1919 ...109,627,376 
Be. Reeéipts ..... CLL ET eee Te ESS cer ana w877483,481 587,111,357 
ge a +» 537,507,615 
Agee Local consumption ....... 5,621,846 
es w  lestroyed by fire ....... Deen 15 i) te) ae Buz 232, 4U72_ 
ae Total stock on hand August 31, 1919 ...........05 43,878,885. 


; The exports amounted to 718,309 bales (537,507,615 lbs.) and were 
_ shipped to the following destinations: : 


BOAT Sosa. 34,046,958 i: Dutch East Indies ..... 7,483 
Oa Tes pi Ss ss Gd ea ee ot Lally 2 ela i Deke 36,911,936 
United States . 71,224,155 :: Portugal ...... AEN ew ; 187,074 
Wrence >). i. »» 58,732,463 :: Greece. and Syria ...... 1,947,066 
Tights.) nee ea 7163 58e,235° 2: Wet 2: 9 ie as ear eee saa put 53 foal eo 


— —————s«44919~20 Grop.---According to a cablegram from the American Consul 
_ General at Alexandria, dated November 7, 1919, the Egyptian cotton crop for 
1919-20, is estimated at 594,000,000 pounds. 


/ “RLAx 7 





a aa WEEDS OF TEXTILE INDUSTRIES OF BELGIUM, -~+"The Committee for Belgian 
Reconstruction of the Ministry of Economic Affairs has just completed an. 
_ investigation concerning the present state of cartain Belgian industries ang 
. ‘their resumption of activity. The report of the Committee shows thet the 
flax industry sustained a ioss of 40,000 spindles out of 357;000 during the 
war, About 7,000 tons of flax are nesessary to keep in operation during the 
next six montns one-third of the spindles left intact; 1,500 tons of Belgian 
flax have already been purchased and 1,000 tons of Russian flax have recently 
been secured. from France. Previous to the war the Belgian flax industry 

but little of the fine Belgian flax, which was exported largely to Eng- 
Large quantities however, of coarse Russian flax were used here 
‘NOTE .---UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED, CONVERSIONS OF FOREIGN PRICES INTO 
f(ONEY HAVE BEEN MADE AT THE PAR VALUE OF THE FOREIGN MONEYS. 
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. (80,000 tons in 1913) and arrangements are being made by which the fine flax 
of Courtrai may be exchanged in Englund for the coarser Bussian and Irish © 
flax, A special Belgian commission is now in Russia for the purpose of pur- 
chasing Russian flax directly. 4 
"Hemp was imported largely from Italy. and India, and jute princip 
ly from India. The Belgian industries have had great difficulty in securing 
these raw materials." + Fortnightly Information Review of the American nae 
Chamber of Commerce in France, Oct. 1, 1919. * an 


=. 
a)- 
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INCREASED GUARANTFED PRICE OF AUSTRALIAN FLAX.---The Commonwealth — 
Government of Australia has increased the guaranteed price of flax from $au, 
to $29.19 a ton, according to a report of the Vice Consul at Melbourne. The 
- Federal Flax Industry Committee supplies the seed to the farmers at $3 a bu- 
shel. In Victoria double the acreage was sown this year, compared with last 
year, es 


/ won 7 i a 


oe 
SPECIAL REPORTS OF LONDON WOOL AUCTIONS* “3 


ed 

(Cabled Reportsfor Bureau of Markets from the American Consul General at Long 
Nine thousand bales of colonial wools were offered at the sales on 
October 30. Sydney merino greasy clips ranged from 30 to 71d. ($0.52 to $1.2 
per 1b. Pieces and bellies sold as high as 46-1/2 and 47-1/2a. ($0.81 and 
$0.82) respectively. A record price of 104d. ($1.80) was realized for the 
best parcels of scoured merino combings from Queensland. The best Victorian 
scoured crossbreds brought 75-1/2d. ($1.31); New Zealand greasy crossbreds — 
realized 40-1/2a. ($0.70), In this sale there were included 330 bales of 
slipe crossbred free wools from Australia and Punta Arenas, which brought a 
high as 57 and 56-1/24, ($0.99 and $0.98), respectively. ‘a 
On October 31 the 9,725 bales offered were quickly cleared. Greasy 

and scoured merinos from Sydney, New South Wales, and Queensland realized up 
to 72-1/2 and 90d. ($1.26 and $1.56), respectively. Greasy merino clips fro 
South Australia and West Australia were briskly bid for. The best of the 
former broucht 57-1/24. ($1.00), while the latter sold for 65a. ($1.13). 
Slipe crossbred lamb's wool from New Zealand enld as high as 57-1/2a, ($2. 0¢ 
and greasy crossbreds up to 43a. ($0.75), o 
A description sale was held on November 1, when 20,900 bales were 
offered. As compared with the description sale on October 4, both merinos 
and crossbreds sold fully 10 per cent higher. The merino selection was con 
prised principally.of scoured qualities from Sydney, New South Wales, and 
Queensland. The following prices were received for clothing wools: 64's 
upwards g0-1/ed. ($1.57); 70's and upwards S7«i/2 to Sada. ( 1.519 to $1.528) 
Lamb's wool sold for $6-1/2d. ($1.50). Good averaged carding pieces and 
bellies sold as high as 77 and 84-1/2a. ($1.34 and $1.47) respectively, 
American buyers secured 9,085 bales of New Zealand crossbreds at the follow: 





2 ee 


| “Conversion made at rate of exchange prevailing on date of sale: 
Oct, 30, 1 pound sterling = $4.1575; Oct. 32, $4.1675; Noy. 1, 94.1675; 
Nov. 3, $4.17; Nov, 4, $4.17; Nov. 5, $4.1675, 2 aaa - paternal 
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ing prices. The bast of the creasy 55's, 
US's to 50's, Uta. ($0.71): K's, Oa. (SDS 
($0.76); 40'S, 264. ($0.45); 35's to Ho's, 
brought as high as 54 a, ($0. gi) for both 5l's 

The salesof inspected wools were 2 bites on Noveiher 3 with a large 
attendance. The offerings of 10 ,500 bales mat with a brisk sale. The 
merino wools brought prac tisally the same pr:ce as during the previous week, 
while Sine greasy crossbreds frequentiy showei a further improvement of 5 
per cent. The best peer of the latter fron Victoria ranged from 4S to 
62-1/24, ($0.83 to $1.09), Similar qualities from New Zealand, although not 
equal in condition to the Victorian clips, were readily disposed of at prices 
ranging as high as 50d. ($0. 87). The bee parcels of Sydney greasy merinos 
realized 67d. (ea ah). 7 

At the wool auctions on November 4th 9, 775 bales were offered. In- 
ferior merinos vrought fully 15 per cent above the closing level of the pre- 
ceding auction. Good quality merinos and fine greasy crossbreds maintained 
an advance of 10 per cent, while medium grades 3f the latter were 15 to 20 
per cent higher. Coarser grades advanced 5 to .0 per cent. The best Vic- 
torian scoured clips reached the record price of 105d. ($1.82). The finest 
Sydney wools sold as high as 93d. ($1.70); pieces brought 86- 1/24. ($1. BH) 
and greasy wools 67-1/24. ($1.17); New Zealand crossbreds, chiefly greasy, 
brougnt as high as 57d. ($0.99). 

On tne 5th 10,060 bales were offered. A hardening tendency was in 
evidence on late advances for wools of all descriptions. There was keen 
bidding for the small supply of Australian merinos and the finer grades of 
greasy crossbreds from Victoria, the prices frequently showing a further 
increase of 5 per cent. Sydnoy and Queensland greasy and scoured merinos 
met an active market, the best Sydney greasy merinos ranging from 45 to 67d. 
($0.83 to $1.16). Peeenaland scoured pieces brought as high ag G71) 2a. 
($1.69) per 1b, 


‘$0. 802; 50's, 45a. ($0.78); 
Hits to 56 ts, prepared, 44d. 
a. nett ph Siipe crossbreds 


WOOL POSITION OF THE UNITED KINGDOM.-~--The Director of Raw Materials 
of the British Ministry of Munitions has published in the Board of Trade 
Journal for October 9, 1019, "the following estimate of the statistical po- 
Sition of the United Kingdom in the purchase of Australian and New Zealand 





—wools: 
General Position Bales* 
Stock on shore, United Kingdom, September 1, 1919 career ecereee J10 , 000 
Afloat for United Kingdom, September l, 1919 Pen @iG rank vai. ee 
Steck, in Australia, Sepeember 1,.1919 oo eae ssc edevecde ese eves 980,000 
Stocl: in New Zealara, vaEvenher L, 29 319° Pee RR ES EKA 5 HEE RR ROY 380, COO 
Mopaliietods; Seutomber 2 929 dawwswe dacey ace cmcenmn aa oy 2,435,000 
Next Australian clip, Oct,, 1919 ~ Jume, YAO cous eccesceceeenee 2,000,000 
Next New Zealand clip, Des., 1919 - March, 1920 . PieiNorets lacrteis 315,000 
Total ial eA Shes One we wae A ea ee 6 PL NER is ai cig ay Panahinwns, oh) to FOOD 
Expected deliveries fer consumption, PSs 1910-Dee., 19°20 - 
DP SeUeto foves SC PeT tan 2 29 eee nan es as,,. HAO, 000 
Deliveries, Wuited Kengdom, 
225,000 bales month y yaterrttnse tess Baf00,000 4 400,000 
Expected surplus, December 51, 1920 oo. seseer eager cree eceens .. 608,000 


*A bale of fustralasian wool weighs Se leebi nici: ro ASO Ne. 
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Austral@sian Position Ba «ae 
Stock in Australia and New Zealand, September 1, 1919 .......... 1,360,000 
New clips, 1919-20 .......... pe ae winch oh eee eee 2,575,000 
3,935,000 
Expected Shipments 
ales 
To United Xingiom from Australia and New Zealand, 
Sept.-Dec., 1919, 175,000 bales monthly ....... 700 , O00 
To United Kingdom from Australia ard New Zealand, 
Jan,-Sept., 1920, 225,000 bales monthly ...... . 2,025,000 
To United Kingdom from New Zealand only, 
Oct.-Lec., 1920, 40,000 bales monthly ......... 120,000 
To Antwerp, Genoa, bagi Dunkirk, Japan, etc,, 
L019 630k 5 batgek « pada cleats connie eee 800,000 3,645,000 
Available for @xtes. shivmenteos sie cases dione 290,900 
United Kinazdom Position Bales 
Stock on shore, United Kingdom, September, 1919 .,.......... 5a 910,000 
Afloat for United Kingdom, September, 1919 ......ceenecereves , 163,000 


Shipments from Australasia, Sept.-Dec,,1919,175,900 bales monthly 700,000 
Shipments from Australasia,Jan.-Sept, ,1920,225,000 balesmonthly 2,025,000 
Shipments from New Zealand,Oct.-Dec.,1920, 40,000 bales monthly 120,000 
TOCA] .... 500 5% #000 we 5501s 5 nee 5 eee piste ee ee 3,918,000 
Deliveries at the rate of 225,000 bales per month, Dec., 1920 3,600, 000 
Stock in United Kingdom or afloat for United 
Kingdom, December 31, 1920 .........0e05%.. aheas mags 18,0 


"The composition, according to grades, of the 5,008,000 bales unsold 
on September 1, 1919, is roughly estimated to be as follows: 


Per cent -<: Per cent 
Merino combing ......e++8. 34 :: Medium crossbred combing... 13 
Merino clothing .....+.., , 8 :: Low cressbred combing ..... 9-1/2 
Merino carbonizing .....+. 5 :: Crossbred clothing ........; 2-1/2 
Fine crossbred combing... 17 :: Crossbred carbonizing ..... 
:: New Zealand slipes scoured. 5 







"In explanation of the above estimates it should be pointed out that 
they are based on the assumption that the whole of the Government-owned wool 
in Australia will be shipped by the end of September, 1920, and in New- teal- 
and by the end of December, 1920." 


< *A dale of Australasian wool weighs approximately 330 pounds. 


A a i Mt BES EIT og 


"COL IMPORTED BY THE UNITED STATES IN PREWAR TIMES AND DURING 1919.---— 
There has been some question as to the amount of wool that the United States 
imports, Several inquiries seemingly evincing surprise that any large quan- | 
tity is imported by this country. As the following table will show, the im- 
ports of wool during the 5-year prewar period 1910-1914 averaged 207,583, TH 
pounds annually. As the population of the United States has been increasing 
so have the imports of wool. For the fiscal year ending June 30, 1918, we — 
imported 379,129, 934 pounds. During 1919, the total importation amounted to 
You Ulu, rarites pounds, or more than douvle the prewar average. From January to 
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August, inclusive, of the present year (8 months) more wool was imported 
than during any of the prewar yeers mentioned, and if the present average 
: monthly imports of 35,233,982 pounds is maintained throughout tne remaining 
. months of this year, we shall import something more than 430,000,000 pounds 
during the present calendar year, 


wy 
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£ Wool into the United States 


for Fiscal Years Ending June 30 

















Year Pounds ae ear Pounds 
Eye R ere at 205,98 Pesos = Top" eu7 Gue 265 
N20 Re ea eri et bo ee oye. een 379 129,934 
| Pe Rema a TOS 00 APs oe. BP giy CLIT hoo 414 664 
R51515-27 808, s 195,293,255 :: 
Monthly Imports in 1919 
HEA) Pounds Neppesc Es, Pounds 
7 Sayer y hs as: Ted sh sikIGe ails c) a UDGs aoe is-2% ae, HOR EO ludtO 
February ..... YO Te OO ee aU OR nie Be 28,609 .986 
Mei ge scr 8 21 ,285,c16 +: “August ....<. 40,283 690 
Beasts sch 6 26,347,301 :: 
RE Bey awrak bum 24,990,594 :: Pobaldiwsen 229 011,861 


/ FRUINS, NUTS, AND VEGETABLES / 





EMBARGO CONTINUED AGAINST IMPORTATION OF APFLES INTO AUSTRALIA.--- 
The American Consul General at Sydney, Australia, is in receipt of a communi- 
cation from the Department of Trade and Customs of Australia, stating that 
the question of lifting the embargo on the importation of apples into Aus- 
tralia has been carefully considered, but that in view of the large stocks 
held at present in Australia, it has been decided not to permit importatioris 
of apples this year. Inasmuch as the market for imported apples in Australia 
is favorable only during the months of October, November, and December, the 
question of lifting the embargo in Jamary is not of importance. Early fruit 
from Queensland and New South Vales is on the Australian market at that time 
and the prices fall rapidly. According to the Canadian Weekly Bulletin for 
October 13, 1919, "it is the opinion of some dealers that hereafter Australian 
growers who have storea fruits for late markets and high prices will strongly 
oppose importations even in the month of October, which would leave two 
months only for importation from abroad.” 


AUSTRALIA PERMITS IMPORTATION OF ORANGES AND LEMONS.---The Consul 
General at Sydney, Australia, cabled to the Department of State, under date 
of October 24, 1919, that oranges and lemons may be imported into Australia 
up to 33-1/3 per cent of the average quantity imported annually by each im- 
porter during the period from July 1, POLS tocJuly 30; 1918, “or ,-*at the 
option of the importer, from July 1, 1917, to July 30, 1918. Importations 
will be subject to quarantine restrictions imposed as follows by proclama- 
tion: "Provided that Citrus fruits may be imported from the States of 
Arizona and California subject to the condition that each consignment is 
accompanied by an official certificate dated and signed by a responsible 
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officer of a Government department of country of origin giving the name of 

the State wherein grown, identifying the fruit, stating the quantity, and 
certifying: (a) that the fruit was grown in the specified State; (b) that 

in‘ said State Citrus-canker done n0¢ exist; (c) that the consignment is free 
from Citrus-canker and from all other dincaees," ; 


FROZEN POTATOES IN SASKATCHEWAN.---Under date of October 27.the Ameri- 
can Consul at Regina, Saskatchewan, issued the following report as a esi 
to American importers of Saskatchewan potatoes: 

"I have noticed of late that a considerabie amount of potatoes are. be- 
ing shipped from this Province to different places in the United States, prin- 
cipally Minneapolis and St. Paul, Minnesota, ‘and Chicago, Illinois, end for 
the information of the public I wigh to state that this Province of Saskatch- 
ewan has experienced some very heavy frost in the first part of October and 
at the present time practically the entire Province is covered by snow, the 
thermometer registering as low as 15° below zero, the coldest month on record. 
Consequently a great many potatoes have been frost-bitten before they were * 
taken out of the ground, and I understand in the northern part of the Province _ 
that at least half of the potatoes have been frozen. Importers should be 
very cautious in buying potatoes in this Province at the present time." 


’ 





—_— 





MARKET FOR PRESERVES, JAMS, AND JELLIES IN COSTA RICA.---According to 
the American Consul at Port Limon, Costa Ric@, dated October 14, 1919, there 
is a good demend in the Limon Consular District for preserves, jams and 
jellies. Guava jelly is made by Costa Rican jam makers but aside from that ~~ 
vractically all cf that class of goods mist be imported. These commodities 
are preferred in tin or glass containers No. 1 size, about 14 oz. The names 
of two concerns handling these preserves, etc,, may be obtained from the 
Bureau of Markets by asking for report Costa Rica 127625. _ 


/LIVESTOSK AND Meats / | . a, 


PRICES* OF CATTLE IN MILAN, ITALY,---According to Il Sole, Milan, for 
October 12, 1019, the following were the range of prices of livestock in the © 
Milan market on October 10, iive weight: Oxen, $754, 20 to $15.30 per ewt. 
kt lbs.)3; cows *74.70; calves, $20. 40 to 2 97 503 bulis, $13. 10 to 

25/10, 


~—-- 


—— 5 
> 


*Conversion made the rate of exchange prevailing on October LOsne 


when $1.00 = 9.92 lire. 
/ TRADE OPFORTUNITIES / 


IMPORTERS OF BUTTER IN GERMANY.---The names and addresses of importezs © 
of butter in Berlin, Hamburg, and Leipzig, Germany, may be obtained upen ap- 
plication to the Bureau of Markets by asking for list "ak." 2 





LIST OF PRINCIPAL LUMBER DEALERS IN FERNIE CONSULAR DISTRICT OF 
BRITISH COLUMBIA may be had upon application to the Bureau of Markets by — 
asking for report’ Canada 127700, ) | Wee 
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- ANNOUNCEMENT OF "THE MARKET REPORTER" 


Beginning about January 1,°1920, "The Market Reporter," a period- 
ical of general interest devoted to marketing information concerning im- 
portant agricultural products, will be published weekly by tne Bureau of 


Marxets. {t+ will be sent free to those interested who make request for it 


to the Bureau cf Markets, U. &. Department of Agriculture, Washington, D. 


fand who give the following information: (a) name and full address, (>) 
business or occupation, (.c) kind or kinds of farm products in which in- 
‘terested, and (d) the names of periodicals or reports (mimeographed or 
printed) that are being received or have bewn received regularly from the 
Bureau of Markets or any other branch of the United States Department of 


Agricuiture. 


Aan 





Acting Chief of Bureau. 


ee eee 


NOTE, ---UNLESS OTHFRVISE STATED, CONVFRSTONS OF FOREIGN PRICES 
INTO U. S. MONEY HAVE BEEN MADE AT THE PAR VALUE OF THE FOREIGN MONEYS. 
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Bea ta TOR AMERICAN FRUIT IN THE UNITED KINGDOM* x ; 











will be is left to the Food Control of the various sections of the country. 
At the time of writing this report (October 24+) the profit allowed the re- 
tailer in the Birmingham section had been set at 33-1/3 per cent -- that 
is, fruit must be sold to the consumer at not more than 33-1/3 per cent 
above the maximum price allowed the wholesaler. 

This margin of profit would be probably more than fair if it were 
not for the fact that perishable products deteriorate and rot, and such a 
profit may be insufficient to cover the iosses from such sources. 

If the other districts follow the lead of Birmingham, and I have 
reason to believe that they will, a radical change will be made in the re- 
tailing of American and other fruits. The retailer will buy a week's supply | 
of apples and a smaller supply of the more perishable fruits; ha probably 
will not take any chance of loss through deterioration. This will throw 
the stocks baclx on the wholesaler, who has in most cases no storage facili- 
ties and who is also bound by the maximum price fixed when the value of the 
pound sterling in New York was around $#.60. It may also disturb the equi- 
librium of the markets. Under the old system the retailer fell baci on 
his accumulation in the cellar when there was a shortage in the wholesale 
market. As he probably can not afford to carry a reserve supply under the 
new system he mist go without supplies during the shortage. This regula- 
tion will also tend to reduce further the price to the producer, as the 
wholesaler must carry the loss by deterioration and will recoup this loss 
from the sale of the fruit, which he mast sell at the fixed meximum price, 
or lower. This condition is one that should be watched very closely, as 
the margin between profit and loss has been vegxy close this year. It 
might be well to notice that the era of high war-time wages is over and 
that phere is considerable unemployment. These two factors were absent in 
last year's market conditions. 

Apples.---It is difficult to get a very accurate estimate of the 
1919 apple crop of Great Britain. However, 230 odd inguiries showed that 
100 placed the crop at normal, §0 over the average, and 50 under the aver- 
age. The supplies are pouring into the London and other markets in large 
quantities at lower prices; hence, it is safe to say the crop is larger 
than hag been produced for some years. The preiceg of English cooking apples 
range from $1.50 to $2.10 per bushel; dessert varieties, $2.10 to $4.20 
per bushel. Many of the most careful importers are dubious of the success 
of the importations of apples into Great Britain this year. At the present 
time American apples can be bought for $0.60 per box less in Liverpool than 
in Boston. 


“By “Edw. ard A: “Toley, 

pares n Acricultural Trade Commissioner at London 
Profits on Fruits aubeddt obo rane Ace discussing the fruit situa- 

tion in-the United Kingdom and its relation to the prospects for American 

fruits, I wish to call attention to the decision of the British Food Con- 

Troller to limit the retailer's profit on fruits. This regulation is not 

yet in effect in all parts of the country. Just what the margin of profit 





*This report is the first of a series on the prospects for American 
fruits in the United Kingdom. The next article will appear in an early 
number. 
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American barrelled varieties have been ranging from $8.35 to $14.10 
per barrel, but in many cases the fruit has been out of condition, and the 
prices, therefore, have bsen unsatisfactory. However, fruit arriving in 
sound condition and well graded brings the maximum price... A few consign- 
menté of American boxed apples have arrived and have sold for an average 
of $3.75 ver box. 

Considerable quantities of apples from Nova Seotia have been arriv- 
ing, tne prices ranging from $5,20 to $13.55 per barrel. A great many of 
these applies also have arrived out of condition and have brought umsatis- 
fectcry prices. With a reported Nova Scotia crop of from 1,000.090 to 
1,50C,0CO barrels, the majority of which find their wey te the Fnglish 
markets, and a large domestic crop, careful attention must be peid by Ameri- 
Can exporters to this market, especially wntil the absorption of the home 
crop. 

T am not at all pessimistic about the outlook for American apples 
in this. merket, but I do went at this time to urge shippers to be care- 
ful cf concitions here, especially as the margin of profit is so close. 

And, above all, must Americans be careful of their pack. High-class, well- 
graded apoles will bring the maximum price, but ungraded stock falls into 
competition with the ungraded home stock and is slavghtered. 

And there is a lot of this ungraded home stock, Every huckster's 
eart around London is filled with it. 

Pears.---British pears range from $2.10 to $6.67 per bushel; American 
pears from $6.25 to $7.30 per box. The condition of many Califcrnia Eart- 
lett pears left much to be desired. Those on the London market realiy were 
not fit for sale. Some pears, however, arrived in excellent condition and 
brought a good price, 

Grapes.---Large quantities of Almeria grapes are usually absorbed in 
the British markets. late heavy frosts, however, have arfected the shipping 
and carrying qualities of these grapes and their importation has about fin- 
ished. It is quite possible that the American grape could be successfully 
introduced at this time. A small shipment of Malagas from California has 
recently arrived in good condition. They have only the competition of the 
hot-house muscatel at $0.62 to $2.50 per pound; therefore, if the American 
grape can be landed here successfully, there is every reason to believe that 
a successful import trade can be established. 

Oranzes.---The orange situation is aiso interesting and encouraging, 
It is reported on good authority and it is in fact generally conceded that 
the Spanish crop in Valencia is only a moderate or a light to moderate one. 
The crop in the adjoining districts, Murcia, Denia, Gandia, etc., is report- 
ed to be good, The Spanish growers insisted on high prices during the war 
and are maintaining them now, These conditicns shovid ailow American, es- 
pecially California, oranges considerable scope at remunerative prices. The 
arrivals of Murcias so far have realized $5.00 to $7.30 per half-box; Valen- 
cias $7,90 to $9.00 per half-box. 

The Jaffa crop is only a modsrate one, estimated at 500,000 to 
750,000 boxes. This is said to be about one-eighth of the 1914 crop, The 

shippers are here trying to obtain advances on this crop, as the cost of 
‘material and labor there is very high. The freight is expected to be about 
tO: It is anticipated that one-half of this crop wiil be used for the 
demands of Turkey and Egypt. 





\ 
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As in epples and other fruit so in oranges the study of market con- 
ditions is a prerequisite of sucovss. A high price in a market indicates 
a shortaze on the mariret on the auvtion aey tut is absolutely mo Indication 
an 


cr pee 1 


of the rumber of boxes of produces in transit $o tint mavket.. Uninformed 
American shippers freaguentiy noticing these prices ship large consiguments 
to the market only to fiat that a zood maty others equaily rminformed favs 
done the same thing. The insvitabie resrlt has teen a glut, anc the fraae 
has been sacrificed to the hucksteis to get wnaatever was possible out of 


the consignment. 


RELAXATION OF BRITISH EXPOPT EMBARGO ON FRUITS, FRUIT PRESERVES, OILS, 
AND FATS.--<-The American Consul Usreral at Lenion eabisd on Vovember 5 that 
the British Beard of Trade has srwted an open gemeral license for the ex= 
portation of fruits, fruit preserves, amd cils ant fats, inclucing blends of 
two or more edible oils or fats, scxcert coconut oil, —peamut oil, and paim= 
kernel oil. 

This action will permit the reexrortetion te the continent of Ameri- 
can fruits if -the British market becomes glutted. 


British Maximum Retail Prices for Drisd Fruits* 


on. 
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*Conversion made at rate of exchange prevailing on Novenver 10 when 
1 pound sterling = $4145, a? 


POLAND CONTROLS IMPORTS OF ARTICLES OF PR'ME NNCESSITY.---A special 
department has been established by the Govermment of Poland for thse gurpose: 
of purchasing commodities of prime necessity, says the Kurjor Yarszawski, 
Warsaw, for August 23, 1919. 

This department, which is under the gel re of the Ministry of Sunply, 
has the sole right within Poland to import or to issue permissions for im 
port from abroad of articles of prime necessity, rs it wili sell such ar- 
ticles at prices calculated to include oniy the recovery of the office ex- ; 
penses 

The foblowing articles are regarded as articles of prime necessity, 
and therefore come within the scope of the new department's activities: Rye, 
wheat, oats, barley, millet, bucitwheat, maize, rise, pulse; oleaginous, ~~ 
pasture, and other sceds; rye, wheat, and other flour, ermished grain, bran, i 
poppy seed and linseed cakes, malt, hay, straw, potctoes, sabbages, onions 
and other vegetables; horned cattle, rems, sheen, swine, liva fowls, various 
meats, fish, herrings, sardines, bacon, lard, meited grease, edible Osta 
conserves, butter, cheese, eggs, sugar, tea, coffee, cocoa, marmelade. — 
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LOW RATES FOR FOREIGN CURRENCY 
Board, the suvle rate on the pound sterling on Noveaber 15 
the iowest yet reached. On the same day the Germen mark 
a6 compared with the par of exch.nge of $9.2382. That is, 
purchase 4G marks, At par one doliar would buy only 4.19 
meric, with a par value the 
$9.0195. One dollar -sould 
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buy 51.2. marks. 


The Austrian krone is hovering around $0.008§: i.e., 
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BIG DFAL IN SQUPH AFRICAN SUGAR.---Ascordigs to the african “orli, 
London, it is reported thit the British Goverrmen® bas purchased 176,000. 


tons of sugar from ‘urd ts ive at $248.19 2 ton, or B43 B53, e50. Enis is 
believed to be the biztest sug yer purchase on reecrd The average orice of 


South African sugar is $121.65 4 ton. 
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Maximum Mholessle Meat Prices in the United Kingdom* 
(Price per 100 lbs.; effective October 5, 1919) 
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In ascertaining weight, the offals are to be excluded. Im the case 
of pork, other than imported, the maximm rate of $27.60 per cwt. is appli- 
enue if the offale are not included in the sale, and the maximum rate shall 
be $0.10 higher if the offals are included in the sale. In each case the 
weizht of the offals shall be excluded in ascertaining the weight of the 
@arcass, 


*Conversion made at rate of exchange prevailing on November 10 when 
1 pound sterling = $4,145, 


IMPROVEMENT OF CATTLE BY ERAZILIAN GOVERNMENT.---The Brazilian Gov- 
ernment realizes the necessity for improving the quality of Brazilian cattle, 
according to the British Board of Trade Journal for October 23, 1919. In ~ 
the Chamber of Deputies at Rio de Jansiro, the Minister of Agriculture, Com- 
merce, and Industry, in submitting the estimates for his Department for the 
next year, estimated that there are 30,000,000 head of cattle in Brazil af 
the present time , including 20,000,000 cows, of which 12,000,000 are fit for — } 
breeding purposes. For the proper crossing of these herds the Minister 
stated that it will be necessary to import 120,000 bulls during the next 10 
years, or an average of 12,000 bulls per year, and he therefore requested 
an increase of the appropriation for this purpese from sits ls to $3,549,875, 





Provisional Prosram of London Weel Aystions for 1920 
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Description sales will also be held. 
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SPECTAL REPORTS OF LONDON WOOL AUCTIONS* 


(Cabled Reports for Bureau of Markets from the American 
Consul General at London) 


At the wool auctions on November 6 about &,500 bales were offered and 
brought prices showing the recent firmness for all qualities. Two-thirds of 
the offerings of crossbred varieties were from Victoria, Sydney, New South 
Wales, and New Zealand. Greasy pieces and bellies sold up to 49 1/2d. ($0.36) 
per pound, greasy comeback pieces reaching 58 1/ ea. ($1.01). Greasy merinos 
from Sydney ranged from 47 to 69d. ($0.82 to $1.20). Similar qualities from 
Tasmania varied from 60 to 7ld. ($1.04 to $1.23). The best scoured merino 
clothing wool from Queensland and scoured combings from Victoria realized 
9g 1/24, ($1.71). The dest greasy Cape free wools sold for 39d, ($0,683) and 
scoured 70 1/2d. ($1.21), Russian greasy merimos ranged from 27 to 30d. 
(0.47 to $0.52). Punta Arenas greasy crossbreds varied from 37 to 51 1/24. 
($0.57 to $0.89). 

At the wool auctions on the 7th offerings of 10,250 bales of all des- 
criptions were quickly cleared at prices favorable to the sellers. Sydney 
greasy merinos sold within a range of 44 1/2 to 73 1/2a. ($0.77 to $1.28). 
Queansland scoured combing wools sold as high as 93 1/2d. ($1,62) and pieces 
at 86 1/2d. ($1.50). Similar grades from West Australia realized 94 and 
85 1/2d. ($1.63 and $1.43), respectively. Im a large assortment of cross- 
bred clips from Victoria the best of the greasy descriptions reached 58 1/24. 
($1.02); scoured 63 1/24. ($1.19). Correspondingly high fizures were ob- 
tained for a liberal supply of lamb's pieces and bellies. New Zealand greasy 
crossbreds ranged up to 50d. ($1.02), while 225 bales of greasy crossbred 
lamb's from Buenos Aires cleared within a range of 16 1/2 to 2ld, ($0.29 to 


$0.36). 

: On the Sth the second sale of uninspected Government colonial wools 
was held, when 10,985 bales of Sydney scoured merino clips and 10,648 bales 
of South Australian greasy merinos were offered. Both showed fully 10 per 
cent rise, compared with the sale of November 1. All were virtually cleared. 
Scoured qualities sold within a range of 50 to 103 1/2a. ($0.36 to $1.79); 
greasy merinos ranged up to 57d. ($0.99). Sydney scoured mérino qualities 
of 20's and upwards, very choice clothing wools under the mark "Tocrale," 
ranged from 97 1/2 to 103 1/2d. ($1.69 to $1.79); 64's and upwards, carding 
fairly free, varied from 83 1/2 to g4 1/24. ($1.44 to $1.46); 70's and up- 
wards, supercarding free, 94 1/2d. ($1.53); 64's and upwards, good average 
earding,30 to 36d. ($1.38 to $1.47). A large assortment of clothing lamb's 
wool sold up to 79 1/24. ($1.37) and pieces up to 77d. ($1.33). Adelaide 
64's to 70's deep-stapled supergreesy fleece realized 67d. ($1.16); 64's 
59d. ($1.02) and 60's to 64's quality a iike value. 

At the wool auctions on the 10th the sales of inspected wools were 
resumed with a full attendance. Eleven thopsand bales were offered, Sydney 
greasy combing merinos rose fully 15 per eent higher than the last series. 
The best parcels of greasy merino pieces sold within range of 60 to 80 1/24, 
($1,07 to $1.39). Queensland scoured merino clips, best combing, reached 
100d. ($1.73), clothing 884. ($1.52), and pieces 87d, ($1,503). New Zealand 
greasy crossbreds solé as high as 58d, PS eOn) Le: 

*Conversion made at rate of exchange prevailing on date of sale: 

Nov. 6, 1 pound sterling = $4,165; Nov. 7, $4,165; Nov. 8, $4.1475; Nov. 10, 
$4145; Nov. 11, $4.135; Nov. 12, $4.1225; Nov. 13, $4.135; Nov. 14, $4,12125, 
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On November 11 the offerings covered 10,500 bales. All sold at the — 
full advances recently paid for both merino und crossgred clips. The best 
parcels of Sydney gruasy murinos sold within a range of 70 to 83d. ($1,21 — r 
to $4.43). “Viotorien wools, mostly scoured crossbred, and New Zealand 
offerings, mainly greasy crossbred, ranged wo to 76 1/2 and 56. 1/24. (835 38 és 
to $0.97), resoectively. South African free roe best snow-whises, ~~ 

ealized 93 1/ea. (32, 62) and oer 45 1/24, ($0.30). Sydney scoured Pa 
merino ecmbing wool reached 77d. ($1.33); greasy 47a. ($0.51). Buenos 
Aires greasy crossbreds sold as “high as 55d. (FO, 95). 

At the wool auctions on the 12th 11,300 boles were offered and 
briskly cleared. Late snhanced rates were readily paid for greasy alas) 
breds from New Zealand and for Sydney srea sy mering clips, satire scoured | 
merinos reuche’ record price ¢ the best of these, which were from New ~ 
Zealand, realizing 107 1/24. ($2. 85). Those from Queensand brought 1064. 

($1.82), those from ergs 103 to 105a. ($1.77 to $1.80). 7 
On the 13th 11,350 bales were offered. Thers was an active sana 
from all sections. ws finer grades maintained their recent firm position, 
but medium and coarse qualities showed an easier tendency. Australian 
merino wools, however, ruled at the highest point of series, the finest of 
the greasy norinos from New. South Wales renging from 72 to 63 i/2d. ($1. a 
to $1.44), while superior scoured combing merings realized 1164. ($2. OO): sa 
other lots ranged up to 110 to 1124. ($1, 790 to $1.93); 1,500 bales of 
South African free vools found a rea sale at prices ranging up to 101d. i 
$1.74) for sups:-snow-whites and 53d. ($0.91) for greasy combing wools. 
The seventh series of the auctions of "show" wool terminated on “af 
November 14, with brisk sale of 10,500 bales. The prices reslized for a 
choice ecllection of Victorian scoured marino sombings surpassed all , 
vious records, ths best parcels bringing from 100 to 123d. ($1.72 to ar i a 
The sreasy portion ef merinos sold at the rucent high ficures, and a large 
Quantity of greasy crossbreds included in the New Zealancé wools readilg a f 
cleared on the reesnt firm dbusis of values. An easier tendency was notice- 
obls than on previous day's sale, the quantities ef coarse descriptions — 
having entirsly disappeared. 

Daring this series the total offerings of tnepected ~ools, amount- 
ing to 150,900 bales, were practically a2) selé at grices comparing favor pe 
ably with the closing levels of Septeaber.. At the Geteber euctions merino 
wools showed a rise of 15 per cent, crossbreds ef finc growth 10 to 15 28Y 
cent, medium quslities 15 to 20 per cent, and staréer about 10 per cont. 
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Avoraze Prices per Bushel Received for British Grain during = 
the Neel: Fnded October 25, 1919, and the Some Week in 192? - 1923 — 
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Year. “heat. t Bayley » Oats 3) Yeor ru 


19197)... 6 2.22 $2. agi: $1.733 21 1915... ; $1.40. 
1918 Gey 2" Beer ie i E7590) FP LOU ae ee : oe 
LORD. eo 2.15-<.  S eaeee aa ease 913 
ere ae : PR Dae OST es lang: ) cake a ae 
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HANDLING AND PACKING EGGS DISCUSSED AT INTERNATIONAL EGG CONFERENCE. -- 
The recent conference of the International Egg and Poultry Instructors and 
Investigators held in London was attended by American Agricultural Trade 
Commissioner Edward A. Foley, who has forwarded the following report. 

"The first subject under discussion was the new railway rule that 
each egg should be separately packed in its own Evepar Uneny before the rail- 
ways will accept the case for shipment at company's oo, This means that 
at the present time no eggs will be accepted at company's risk. Neither 
the American,as well as Canadian, Danishnor Irish eggs are so packed as to 
bring them under the conditions of this rule. 

"Danish eggs aré placed in wood wool; Trish in straw, and American 
and Canadian in cardboard containers. The American container would be ac- 
ceptable if each egg were wrapped in ‘paper before being placed in its sec- 
tion in the container. A resolution was adopted protesting against this 

rule as impracticable and as imposing an unnecessary hardship on the shipper. 

"A resolution demanding that expert freight handlers be used by the 
transportation companies was also adopted. Considerable evidence of serious 





NOTE.---UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED, CONVERSIONS OF FOREIGN PRICES 
INTO U.S. MONEY HAVE BEEN MADE AT THE PAR VALUE OF THE FOREIGN MONEYS. 
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damage to eggs through the careless or inexpert handling by the railways was 
presented, ; 
"The merits of the Irish, Danish, and Anerican methods of packing were 
tnen brought up. The Danes were well satisfied with their form of case, 
claiming that with proper packing it was less liable to damage, because its 
size and weignt necessitate its handiing by several men, whereas one man can 
handle the Irish or American case. 

"The Irish case, in which the eggs are packed in straw, came in for 
some criticism. Irish eggs seem to come into English markets in poor condi- 
tion, but those taking part in the conference did not seem able accurately 
to place the blame. Considerable blame was laid to shipping facilities across 
the Irish sea and rough handling here. It would appear that the Irish method 
of packing eggs between substantial layers of straw is not a bad one if proper- 
ly followed, but the Irish packing seems to be carelessly handled. 

"Very little was said of the American and Canadian packing. A half- 
day was spent at Tooley Street inspecting the various packings. The Irish 
eggs shown were perhaps not representative, but were in very poor condition. 
The Danish egzs, packed in wood wool, showed up to advantage. The Canadian 
eggs, a special sample, showed up quite as well as the British. These eggs 
were packed in the regular export cases with excelsior cushions on the tops, 
bottoms, sides, and ends. I do not think the breaks average much higher than 
the Danish. However, no figures of actual shipments were adduced to show the 
comparative values of the cases. 

"The main objection to the American case was the fact that sometimes 
the eggs are too large for the compartments and are broken. This they claim 
does not occur in Irish or Danish cases, which have no individual compartments. 
However, it is only fair to add that while exhibiting the results of careless 
railroad handling, Danish cases the outside of which were unbroken showed a 
serious loss through brealage." 





WHY AMERICAN EGGS SHOULD BE GRADED.---The following editorial from 
the Canadian Farm, Toronto, for October 15, 1919, explains why American eggs 
bring lower prices on the British markets than those from any other principal 
exporting country except China. 

There is no reason why our eggs with proper selection and grading 
should not bring fully as good prices in Great Britain as eggs from Canada. 

As a matter of fact, quantities of eggs bought in the United States are being 
exported by Canada to the mother country. 

"One of the most successful developments in recent years in our trade 
abroad is that of eggs. During the seven months of the present year Canada's 
export trade in eggs has equaled in extent the whole of the export trade in 
this particular line in 1918. This is not due to greatly increased produc- 
tion of eggs, but to the better methods in which the business is being handled. 
All eggs for export are graded and standardized by Government experts, so 
that the buyer in Britain knows just what he is getting when he buys Canadian 
eggs. This has resulted in an unprecedented demand for Canadian eggs in the 
old land, which is only limited by the supply. It has given Canada the 
preference over American eggs, and greatly increased our export trade in 
Britain. To such an extent is this true that the Canadian consumer to a large 
extent has to depend upon American eggs for the home supply. In fact, with 
their product losing ground in the Pritish market owing to the superior qual- 
ity of Canadian graded eggs, the Americans are seeking an outlet for their 
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surplus in Canada, Or in other words, dealers in Canada gatoring to the home 
trade have had to buy in the american market The result af this is that a 
large quantity of American €g2s-are coming in thad sre not.stancardized and 
are sold as the Canadian product. In the interest of the Canadian consmer 
steps should be taken to have this American product gvaied hefors being 
placed wpon the Canadian ARNE ors ; 


C , nGt tair te the home cansume? that 
ean ie 
reece aa eggs should be ded and balsa out of country and their place 
taken by an ungraded dmerican supply.' 





SCOTCH EGG MERCHANT DESIRFS TO IMPORT AMPRICAN EGGS, ---A wholesale 


dealer in eggs in Scotland desires to get into touch with American exporters 


of eggs with a view to importing eer For ‘the name and address of this 


merchant request trade opportunity "al.' 


——. 





Maximum Retail Prices f = Condensed _ and Evaporated 


Milk in the United Kingtom"™ 


(Price per can; effective November 1, 1919) 





Se 














Kind eee on t.. Price :: ind ne : Price 
Fuld cream: / : -+ Full cream: eke beaatie e : : 

Sweetened...: 14 oz. net : $0.25% :: Unsweetened...: 12 oz. net: $0.139 

2 og rae RR ssc ret et bet pre ees ye : 6 og. net: 104 

Evaporated..: 16 oz. net : .207 3: Machine~slimmed.: 24 oz. net: OF 


*The. wholesale » prices are 6 shilli ings ($1, 24) aes mr cage below | the retail 
prices. 


Conversion made at the rate of exchange prevailing on November 10 
when 1 pound sterling = $4,145, 


FIXED RETAIL PRICES OF CHILLED BEEF IN ROME.*---The following retail 
prices. for chilled beef in Reme, Italy, were hai on October 15 by the Syndi- 
cal Council (Gabinetto del Sey & according & report to the Department 
of Commerce from the Pecretary to the American ee as Attache at Home: 


Forequarter, with bone, $0.12 per pound; hindquarter, with bone $0.26: lean 
feat, without fat or bone, $0.34. 


—_—_—— 


AUSTRALIA SELLS SECOND-QUALITY WHEAT TO JAPAN.~--According to the 
Pastoral Review, Melbourne, Australia, for August 16, 1919, the heat Commis- 
sion of Victoria has sold to Japan 14,512,000 bushels of secovianial a? wheat , 
1,400,000 bushels at $1.365 and 112,©00 bushels at $1.48. 

The same publication is authority for the statement that the Australian 
Wheat Board has decided not to grant the British Government an option until 
December 31, 1919, on the purchase of 18,666,666 bushels of wheat, "in view 
of the hardening tendency of the world's market and tne cncerseints of the 
next harvest." 





B ecaeaion made at the rate of exchange prevailing on Nevember 18 
when 1 lira = $0. 084388, 
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Estimated Requirements of Wheat for 1919-20 by the 
Principal Importing Countries 


(Quantities expressed in bushels of 60 lbs.) 











ae : Estimated ‘ Normal : Estimated ; 
- vines ; Crop : Consumption : Imports 1919-20 
Waited Kingdom ...ic.. cosas ses : 76,000,000: 272,000,000 : 196,000,000 ~ 
WaGhe Fl ih os. WeoCigwm ek : 184,000,000: 360,000,000 : 128,000,000** 
TQALY wna peccccovavecussusecad L5G, 000,000 19256, 000, 0001 &8 ,000 ,000 
es CMe. or 5 ea Pee 2 BT tg .t 133,600,000: 144,000,000 : 12,000,000 
eget.) ha, Caine eon es © : 6,400,000:  8,800,000:: 4 000,000 
DERM en oikae Mulch ans Bebe : 4,000,000: ? : 12,000, 000 
Holland, Switzerland, & : : : 
SOMMOSHAVIA! 05) cca tas oe 1+.+! 28,000,000: 69,600,000 : 40,000,000 
FREE TY sein gs ie eae oh .t 8,000,000: 64,000,000 : § 000, 00 
Yotal without Central Burope i ixitivdvs owe, est el eae : 536,000,000 
GOWER cei ks uccnae rake eee : 68,000,000: 208,000,000 : 120,600,000 
Austria-Hungary ,Czecho- Slovakia 144,000,000: 216,000,000 : 72,000,000 
hotel fdr Barope ic... Pee PTET He PESOS CEES : 728,000,000 
ME-MOLOOR <4 chys ves eae ea ead ae eee ra gol weg} cee : 40,000,000 __ 
poet Ree etd a gale a ete an ae Card eRe SY w.i 768,000,000. 








*A substantial increase on the prewar average to allow for the addi- 
tional population and increased consumption. 
**The quantity is reduced to allow for the effect of high prices. 


-=-Table compiled from Broomhall's Corn Trade News, Sept.16,1919 


PROVISIONS EXPEDITED TO THE UNITED KINGDOM.---Acctrding to the United 
States Railroad Administration, the British Ministry of Food states that it — 
is in urgent need of more provisions, and in order to relieve the situation, — 
%% carloads of provisions have been taken from the warehouses at Jersey City, 
and the 900 to 1,000 carloads of provisions in storage for British account 
at various places in New York State are being loaded into cars as fast as 
possible. Efforts will be made by the British Government to cooperate in 
the delivery of its traffic during the present shortage of lighterage equip: 
ment to the extent of supplying lighters and trucking some of the freight. 





SPANISH SOUR ORANGES PURCHASED BY LONDON JAM FACTORIES .-~--According 
to a cablegram received from the American Consul at Seville, Spain, under 
date of November 21, 1919, the sour-orange ecrep is estimated at 175,000 
half-chests of 60 kilograms (132.28 lbs.) each. The Consul cabdled that the 
greater part of the fruit, which is in magnificent condition, has been con- 
tracted for by London jam factories, there being only about 20,000 half- 
chests available for export to other countries. The present price is 30s. 
($7.20) per half-chest, f.o.b. Seville, Labor atrikes have hampered the 
picking of the fruit. (a 


Ln, 
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: _ HEAVY INCREASE IN IMPORTS OF SPANISH FILBERTS.---Spain has rapidiy 


forged to the front within the past two years as one of our principal 
sources for filberts. During the fiscal year of 1918 the United States 
imported 17, 366,979 lbs. of unshelled filberts. One-fourth of them was 
imported from Spain. Practically all the shelled filberts imported by the 
United States in 1918 came from Spain. The growth of our trade in these 
nuts with Spain has increased rapidly. In 1914 only 534,642 lbs. of un- 
shelied filberts were brought into this country from Spain. Our imports 
in 1918 amounted to 4,497,620 lbs., an increase of 457 per cent. The in- 
crease in our imports of shelled filberts was even more remarkable. In 
1914 we imported 216,524 lbs.; in 1918, 3,119,423 lbs., an increase of 
1,341 per cent. The wnshelled nuts are shipped in bags containing 123.7 
libs., the shelled in bags holding 91.7 lbs. 


IMPORTERS OF DRIED FRUITS IN THE NETHERLANDS.---A list of the im- 
porters of dried fruits in the Netherlands may be obtained upon applica- 
tion to the Bureau of Markets by requesting list "am." 


_—- — 





EXPORT DUTY ON INDIAN HIDES AND SKINS MAY AFFECT AMERICAN SUPPLY. -- 
The imposition of a duty of 15 per cent upon all hides and skins exported 
from British India, which was noted in Reports on Foreign Markets No. é7, 
probably will be seriously felt in the markets of this country. India is 
one of the principal sources of our supply of goatsltins, buffalo hides, 
and calf-skins; in fact, without India our supply of goatskins and buffalo 
hides would be cut in half. The following table gives the imports of these 
raw materials for the fiscal year 1919 and also for the two preceding fiscal 
Years. 





Imports of Hides and Skins from British India 
for the Fiscal Years 1917-15919 











Commodity ; 1919 _1918 Votede (oF he 
Go@tskins .... Iba. : 41,967,800 : 42,341,809 : 43,473,823 
sheepskins ..: lbs. : 4,217,285 : 2,490,502 : 5,091,787 
Buffalo hides lbs. : 5,554,297 : %,G021,118 7 18,051 ;492 
ReiPersne 1... Abe, 2° 2,854,382 —: L605 S68 : 47,320,275 
Cattle hides... lbs. i: 2,006,708 : Bere 211 fo28 04), Se oe eet 


In 1919 the United States imported 89,004,528 lbs. of goatskins. Of» 
this amount 41,967,890 lbs. came from India, 47 per cent. Out of a total 
importation of 9,514,989 lbs. of buffalo hides, 5% per cent were imported 
from India, Fourteen per cent of our calfskins andi 7 per cent of our sheep- 
skins also came from the British colony. 


CARELESS BALING OF RAW COTTON.---Raw cotton from the United States 
“arrives in France in an extremely bad condition almost invariably, the 
bales bursted npen and the cotton yards deep in the holds of the vessel," 
says the Fortnightly Information Review of the American Chamber of Commerce _ 
in France for October 15, 1919. 
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DESCRIPTION SALE OF COLONIAL WOOLS AT LONDON & 


(Special Report for Bureau of Markets from American Consul General at London*) 


On November 15th 17,885 bales of colonial wools were offered "on 
description." Merino wools with the exception of those from Victoria were 
fully 5 per cent higher than the prices received at the uninspected wool 
sale of November 8; crossoreds ruled somewhat {rregular. The best of the 
greasy merino combings were from Victoria, selling at better prices than 
those obtained during recent sales of inspected wools. Several choice lots 
of 70's to 74's quality ranged fram 82 to 87 1/2a, ($1.40 to $1.50). §& dney, 
70's to 7's realized 794. ($1.35); 70's to 80's and upwards 78 1/2a. ($1.34); 
scoured merino combing skin wool 64's and upwards ranged from 109 to 11 7a 
aa to $2.00) and similar qualities from Victoria 100 to 109d. ($1.71 to 
pi. 87). ) 


*Conversion made at rate of exchange prevailing on November 15, when 
1 pound sterling = $4 1075. predates — tle 


Exports of Various Agricultural Commodities 
from Arcentina for the First Seven Months of 1919 


(From Report of the American Consul General at Buenos Aires, August 9, 1919) 

















‘Frozen & + Frozen 
: : : H : : :chilled : Matton 
Destina- : Wheat wore ‘Linseed: Oats : Butter: Wool : Beef : Lamb 
tions _: (Tons) : (Tons) :(Tons)_ : (Tons) :(Cases) :( Bales) :(Quarters))}( Carcas 
Jnited : : : : : : : E 





Kingdom..: 73,317: 202,437: 67,129: 12,356:385,982: 13,748:1,589,205 : 
United ; ; ; oa : : : - 
States...: --- : 164,899:166,366:3%4—hi5: --- 3 57,745: --- : 
7rance...,! 70,429: 6,566: 5,723: 10,228: 9,2k2: 20,033: 993,101 : 
Belgium...: 22,358: 72,917: 22,222: 6,686: 675: 7,196: --- : 
Italy,....: 74,806: $8,480: --- 3 4,737: 9,334: 22,00%: 120,692 5 
Nethehands: 92,019: 44,351: 33,415: 2,394: --- : 7,272: 1, 38003 
Sweden, : : : : 
Norway,..: 97,017: 1@1,289: 10,353: 20,570: 15,331: 4,154: --- 
Denmark... ! 4.550: 57,166:°12,416: --- : 265: 4,416: --- : ) 
Spain. .... + 126,941: 29,415: g00: 1: 5,610: 1,437: --- : | 
Brazil....: 143,089: 1,145: 456; E910 ne | ean oo ¢ 
For Orders: 443,362: 298,489: 39,410: 57,229: --- i --- =; 221,754 : ! 
Other : : : : ‘ . ; : 
countries: 37,016: 80.120: 2,350:  --- + === i 665 ee 
Totals, :1,185,003:1,057 2711390, 440:114, 2483426 438 :128, 356:2,926 1 1% 


7 months : : : : ‘ ; 

SRGr ty 5,100: 202, 745 :263, 735 :262,857 1340, 797 1157 ,970:3, 273,193 + 
i eae 156,364 667.005: 52, 591 1233,a3§ 1274 926 :226, 3543, 308 ug ; 
: Tole 1,536,642 12,278, 699 hlba, 655 476,455 166,092 :191,,242:2,926 036 
i snoik eae 345 vo7ig ateeaan can aes 5,111 7115, Gal 225,265 :2, 289,073 a 
{ morte 905.566:1.683,199:737.26213N0,709: 60.374 :204 602: . 912,461 + 2) 


Se 2° wer.e¥ 
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CHINESE IMPORT REGULATIONS .---According to a cablegram from the 
American Consul Generel at Shangh2i , China, imports will not be passed by 
the Chinese Maritime Customs on and after baietee 30, 1919, unless ‘they are 
accompanied by invoices and other documents. American exporters age 
should always mail invoices so that they will arrive with the carg 


WORLD'S VISIBLE SUPPLY OF COFFEE. ---The following statistics have 
been compiled from data furnished by the British Minister to Brazil, and 
published in the British Board of Trade Journal. 


July 1, 19195: Pounds 
Estimated supply in Brazil ........,.. 2,314,900 ,000 
Estimated supply in other countries...__ 6 661 400,000 

Total world supply ....... ee tata 2,976, : 300,000 
Estimated world consumption ....... ah fois O40 ,000 
uly.1, 1920: 
Mera ethla @UPply.. oi. ckse suse: cee 595,260,000 
Estimated production of Brazil ....... 1, 388,940,000 


Estimated production of other countries__061,400,000 


De Eee WOT LC GODLY. -.ces 5 a0i hese is 2, 645,600,009 
Estimated world consumption .......,.., 2, 482 ,C4O, 000 


July 1, 1921: World visible supply ..... 264 560,000 





FOOD SITUATION AND AGRICULTURAL NFEDS OF GERMANY.---The. British Govern- 
ment has pmblished recently the results of an investigation on the food con- 
ditions and agricultural situation of Germany. Dr. Ernest H. Starling inves- 
tigated the food conditions, while Mr. A. P. McDougall, Chief Livestock Com- 
missioner for Scotland, and Mr. C. W. Guillebaud, of Cambridge, reported on 
the agricultural conditions. 

The report is based on observations made during two trips to Germany 
to obtain accurate, first-hand information. The first visit was confined to 
Cologne, Bonn, Coblentz, and Trier in the occupied territory, while the secon 
was made to Berlin and Kattowitz, in Upper Silesia. Inasmuch as authentic 
information as to conditions generally in Germany are lacking, it is the in- 
tention to publish weekly such excerpts from this report as indicate markets 
for American agricultural products and tha economic condition with which our 
exporters will have to deal, 

The following excerpts will shew briefly the prewar and war food situ- 
ation, the mental attitude of the people, and their immediate needs: 

"In the 25 years before the war the German population increased from 
4Z,000,000 to 67,000,000. During this time there was practically no emigra- 
tion from the country. The striking development both in agricultural produc- 
tion and in the industries of the country provided work and food for this 
increase in population. This development was due mainly to the appreciation 
by the nation as a whole of the value of science, and to the application of 
scientific methods in agriculture, as well as to the exploitation of the 
scientific knowledge, gained during the last half century, in commerce and 
- industry for augmenting the wealth of the community. This was obtained by 
' careful selection of crops, and by scientific use of manures, the profits of 
| industry enabling the country to spend large amounts in the importation of 

eeeres and concentrated feeding-stuffs; so it came about that in spite of 
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the great increase cf population, the German Fmpire was very nearly s 
‘supoorting. It would be correct to say that of tne food consumption 
population, about 85 per cent was produced within the borders of German 
herself. 
"Germany began the war with a consiteratle margin of food above 

re ysirements, and a diminution of 15 per cent, the amount introduced 
portation, should not have caused any serious underfeeding of the nat 
4 whole, especially if the food remaining were properly distributed a 
the different classes of the population. 
"The more highly evolved the economic organization of a State, the 

more sensitive it is to injury by interference with its normal routine, 
factors were especially operative in breaking down Germany's economic or¢ 


zation, and in causing a serious lack of food among a large proportion of 
her population.- > 


"In the first place, the cessation of the import of chemical mami 
from abroad (especially phosphates and saltpetre) and the diversion of 
of the armenia and nitrates produced in the country to the manufacture ¢ 
explosives caused a steady deterioration in the productivity of the soi: 
Moreover, the absence of imported concentrated feeding-stuffs greatly di 
ished the value of farmyard manure. The fall in the production of bread 
grain rendered it necessary to mill grain to the fullest possible oxtedi 
to 97 per cent), so that grain offals were also lacking for the feedin 
cattle. Not only, therefore, was there a diminished production of veg 
food, but the absence of concentrated feeding-stuffs rendered it impos 
to fatten cattle, and diminished to a marked extent the production iam 
and especially the production of fat. 

"The second factor was the difficulty of attaining an equitable. 
tribution of the foods actually available. In Germany the whole of ee 
supplies, being produced in the country, had to be obtained from small i 
large farms. Throughout the country, the producer and his senegtentei 
Germany have been well, or at any rate sufficiently, fed, and he has, au 
a time of insufficient production, always enjoyed more than his equitable 
share of the food. The food shortage has, therefore, only been felt as® 
gards the inhabitants of the larger towns and industrial areas; i.e., 8 
28,000,000 and 30,000,000 of the population, - 

(To be contimed) -— 





TREND OF FOREIGN FXCHANGE.---According to a circular issued b 
Federal Reserve Board, the following cable rates for foreign curreneie 
the lowest reached: 





um) 


__Date _: Count: yn Surcenay Present value s 


liov. 20: England: Pound : $4866 
20 : France >: Frane ; 1028 =: 3935 
20 : Belgium :. Trénc : ill re 
20 : Italy : Lira ; 0803 3. pee 
20 : Argentina : Peso : 1.02 1.0365 
18 : Germany : Mark 021 ) 


oe =e We 


19 : Poland Mark : O14 
19_: Austria __Krone OO 


one 6 0 6 wae 
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